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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a, □ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

Box No. H Priority 

□ Box No. m Non^stablishmentofopimonwimregardtonove^ 
I — | Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 
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I — | Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ BoxNo.VH Certain defects in the international application 
LJboxNo. Vm Certain observations on the international application 
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□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step flS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 
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NO 
YES 
NO 
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NO 



Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-2 

The documents JP 2002-201838 A, JP 4-38246 A, US 
5157389 A and JP 2001-349110 A, which are cited in the 
international search report, do not disclose the feature 
that is set forth in claim 1, wherein the invention 
"comprises a first means for outputting a request signal 
to the aforementioned portable transmitter/receiver when 
the start switch of a vehicle is switched to ON, a second 
means for detecting the response signal output by the 
aforementioned portable transmitter/receiver, which is 
based on the aforementioned request signal, and a third 
means for issuing a warning in cases when the 
aforementioned response signal can not be detected by the 
aforementioned second means, regardless of the output of a 
request signal from the aforementioned first means." 
Furthermore, said feature is not obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 

Consequently, the invention that is set forth in 
claim 1 is novel and involves an inventive step. 

The invention that is set forth in claim 2 cites the 
invention that is set forth in claim 1; therefore, it is 
novel and involves an inventive step for the same reason 
as the invention that is set forth in claim 1. 
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Claims 3-6 

The documents that are cited in the international 
search report do not disclose the. feature that is set 
forth in claim 3, wherein the invention "comprises a first 
means for outputting a request signal to a portable 
transmitter/receiver at regular periods, a second means 
for detecting the response signal output by the 
aforementioned portable transmitter/receiver, which is 
based on the aforementioned request signal, and a third 
means for issuing a warning at the stage when the 
aforementioned response signal can no longer be detected 
by the aforementioned second means." Furthermore, said 
feature is not obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

Consequently, the invention that is set forth in 
claim 3 is novel and involves an inventive step. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 4-6 cite 
the invention that is set forth in claim 3; therefore, 
they are novel and involve an inventive step for the same 
reason as the invention that is set forth in claim 3. 



Claims 7-10 

The invention that is set forth in claim 7 includes 
all of the features that are set forth in claim 1 and 
claim 3 . 

Consequently, the invention that is set forth in 
claim 7 is novel and involves an inventive step in the 
light of the fact that the inventions that are set forth 
in claim 1 and in claim 3 are novel and involve an 
inventive step. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 8-10 
cite the invention that is set forth in claim 7; 
therefore, they are novel and involve an inventive step 
for the same reason as the invention that is set forth in 
claim 7. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



